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I d am, Ore ams Foundation represenr.mves Helen �Ing ,  left. and hln ICittoe fool( at archite-ctural rende-rinss for TM Playinn Field The center l'lill include 10 classrooms andn oor and outdoor play areas. "0 • 
Playing Field 
From Al 

A t  the Eas-t Side loca -tion, l<ruse said the goal i$to cover the co.st of tuition for homeless children andchildren from poor fnroiUes with fundi.ng from thecity ofMadisonand United \.Vay of Dane County.The city ls contributing$100,000 annually a.ndUnited Way i s  contribut -ing SlS0.000 a year, Krusesaid. Other families pay tuition privately a,:id somertceive scholarships. "We wei:c a,ble t o !undcb.Udrcn impacted byhomelessness or housing insccur\ty; •  Kruse uld."And tbtn. from thtre. wtcan build � sebottu"sblp nnd p1ivJte poy enroll ·ment:1 

Low-cost or completelyhee ch.iJd care options aresc;1rce. rn Wi.sconsi.o, tuition can eat up as much,s a thi.rd of a family'• in·eome, ;according to a re•port hom the WisconsinCounties Assoclation1 s nonpa.rti.sa.n research armForward Analytics. Tbenumbtr·ofchilde:areworkers dro pped nearly )0% bet ween 1020 and2021, a.ndtbe r:nedb.n wngewas just ovet $26,000 a
year iD 2022. The declining number of workers hos drlvtn up the cost andJimJted the avnilabillty ofch ild care in t he sl4te. 
All under one roof Providing affordablechild ca.re tn Madis:on is just one part of tbe over•:all ..-lsion for the former •--·---

Abbi Kruse, founder and executive director of The PlayingField. right ,  shares an embrace with Madison uayor sarya �hodes•Conway Thursday dur ing a gl'Otln.dbrtaking even1 fora future location. 

11le Playing Field 
For lmormat!Qf\ on tou� anCI availablllty ,  odslt: www.klnskSt.com/Chllclal•/Wl/,nadlson/t.he-pl�ll<ld•mldtown 
Contact The Playing FJeJd ar: (608) 286·1061
infoQIPfaylngFreldMadisoo.org

Temporary East Side 
locations will close 

The Playing Field has twointerim £.ost Side centers,on Independen ce Lane a.nd Lieti Road, that will closewhen U,.e new, larg�r centerIs linished. Those children@d s taff will move into thenew location. Tbe fust temJ>OrUY location on the East Side openedinSeptember2020andprovtded mucb•needed child cm for ta.milie.s durin.gthe early days pf the pandemic, Kruse said. "There were, I tb1Dk1 60 homeJess families livingln a shelter in a hotel re• ally close by:' Kruse said.., S o .  when we opened,. . .. .. . . ... n ..  ,.,_.,,,.,.,. ,u1 • ..t 

Day One. People were sodesperate to be able to getback: to work. I can't saywe planned it; we just didthis great thing during thepandemic." 
More teachers, 
staff needed 

With 10 classrooms,Kruse said the new locatJonwill 1;1� 20 lead teachersand eight •�stant teacl \ ·en to operate at lts f!Jll capacity. Kruse sG..id she doe.sn'tplan to lill all the clus·room., rigbt away but willslowly increase enronmtnt.She ut.lmates eight toachers will COD;le- froxo the twotemporary locations to the 
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The Play{ng Fie,:d lead teacher AJl• t  Lord escorts a studtnr Jn the P<OBfatn into the c1tn1n future ioc.atJon on tnt r:ar EMC Sfde. of M�lson. Ir's t)(p,e<(ed to()pet'I In Jan um. 
to train some of the ne,w ---i:--�te:ie:hers internally through The Playing Field's apprenUoeship program. The childcare center works withMadison Area TechnicalCollege to help bolster thenumber of new child ca.reemployee.s entering thefield by pro,1ding hand,-ontraining. Kruse said four or five
wly childhood edue4Uo�apprcntiet-s a.re: trainingthrough The Playing Fjeldrlghtnow. ;,w,•n, open.Ing this bigcellter tor 100 kids, and oicourse we' re gotng to need all these ttae:bers," Krusesaid .  "But 1f we fu.st stealteachers from otlier em-ly childhood progr:u:o.s, that doe-.sn•t increase tbe mzrn•be:r oi spots In Madison -it's just shiftlog to someplace etso. So , � knew that baving a pipeUne for
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Attendees at the g,oundbreakil'lg re,celved souv-enir bud:etsof sand. 
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